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LETTER VL

S I R, BrEMEN.
.g.M{u 'E left Minden (which is but two Stages,
@ R, -of five German, or twenty Elgh:/b Miles,
k=3¢ cach from this Place) on Eafter- Eve,
BOURAR and travelling all Night, arrived before
one of the Gates of this City, the next Day, about
two in the Afternoon; but were obliged to wait
near two Hours, it being cuftomary, in the Garri-
fon-Towns of Germany, to keep their Gates fhut
during the Time of Divine Service.

W e no fooner enter’d the City, than I was
apprehenfive fome epidemical Difeafe had lately
raged there, and thought the whole Town was
in Moutning : For almoft all the Men we met
were in long black Cloaks, many of them with
monftrous large Bands, and all the Women in
black Veils, and black Petticoats, which together
fo entirely cover’d them, that no more of them
appear’d to View, than of a Mute attending 2
€orpfe lying in State. My Companion, obferving
my Surprize, freed me from it, by telling me it
was the common Mode of the Place, and that
the Bur%xers, of any Reputation, went thus drefs’d
out of Decency, as they call’d it, as the Women
did for Modefty : And as it happened to be a great
Feftival, foon after Evening Service, hardly any
one appeared but in this decent Drefs. | :

AFTER our Chaife had travers’d a good Pare..
of the City, we ftopp’d in a fmall Square, which,
by the Shambles, Ifound to be a Market-Place ;

and
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and it proved to be the principal, or indeed the only
one of the whole Place.  On one Side of thisSquare,
is an ancient Gozbic Building, which, -upon Enquiry,
1 found to be the Rahs (or Council) Houfe, where
the Senat affemble, and where all jufticiary Mat-
ters are tranfacted. The firft remarkable Thing
which attracted my Eye was a monftruous large
Statue, of 18 or 20 Foot high, in Imperial Robes,
which they call the Greaf Roland, being defign’d
to reprefent an Emperor of that Name, who
was famous as well for his enormous Stature, as
his Strength and Valour ; and, if you will believe
the Vulgar, was of the Size you there fee him re-
frefcntcd : But, it feems, this is a common Statue,
n many of the ancient Cities of Germany, and
tho’ the Size of it has been generally proportioned
to the Length of their Pockets, they tell you
the fame Story every where : On the oppofite
Side of the Square, 1s another ancient Building,
where we alighted, and where I was told I was

to lodge, Fhis Building is call’d the Schuting,”

and is a Sort of common Hall, where the feveral
Colleges or Affemblies of Burghets, and particu-
larly the Altermdnner (Eldgrs) or College of Com-
merce, hold their Meetings: But is, at- the fame
Time, a public Houfe of Entertainment.

ArTER having refrethed myfeli fome Time
in my Chamber, it being too foon to go to Reft,
I enquired of my Landlord ; if there was not a
Coffce-houfe in the Neighbourhood, where I mighe
divert myfelf an Hour or two, with Company,
and reading the News? [He anfwerd me, with
a feeming Surprize at the Quefiion, that he him-
felf kept a Coffec-Room, in that Houfe : Bue
Gonp torbid he fhould prophane the Sabbath fo
far, as to open it on that Holy Day. However,
he kindly offer’d me whatever Liquor I pleas’d
in my Chamber, and, to beguile the tedious Time

(my
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(my, Companion being gone to vifit a Friend) his
Company to partake of it. I accepted of his Offer,
and left it to him to chufe his Liquor : He told me,
as I might probably be fatigued with my Journy, he
thought a Glafs of 24 Groot Beer * would beft
compofe me to Reft. I was refolved, tho® you
know I am no %trcat Admirer of Malt-Liquor, to
humour my Hoft ; and in 2 Moment, with an Ala-
crity, beyond what I could have expeéted from his
demure Afpe&, the Table was cover’d with Pipes;
Tobacco, a fpitting Pot, and Glaffes; and his
Servant foon after brought up a large Bottle, con-
taining at leaft two Quarts, of the excellent Beer he
promis’d me. My Landlord, who I foon found
was a Man that abhor’d Ceremonies, fat down and
fil'd his Pipe, which to oblige him I did likewife, I
found his Li(txor very good of its Kind, but too
heady to drink any Quantity of s However, myHoft,
who was very loquacious in Praife of its Excellen-
cies, after having emptied the Bottle, with a very
lictle of my Afliftance, thought a Dram would not
be amifs to corre@, as he tern’d it, the Sournefs
the Beer might otherwife leave upon the Stomach.
In this I likewife humour’d him, and had the Sa-
tisfaction, or rather Mortjfication, before we par-
ted, to find, notwithftanding his great Pretenfions
to San&ity, which made up the beft Part of his,
Difcourfe, he could be as cordially drunk, on the
Lord’s Day, as a Piper at a Country Wedding ;
tho’ he could not prevail upon his Confcience to open
his Coffee-Room, and aliow of innocent Conver-
fation among Neighbours and Acquaintance, left
he fhould prophdne that Holy-Day.

® A Greot (or four Pfenwing, or Pennies, from whencé our
Groat is probably derived) is fomething above a Halfpenny,
in Value. The Beer our Author here met.‘l:ﬁom' i;:‘ Sort of Mum
Qf Spruce Beer ; but, I think, better than either,
T E WHAT
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W u A T with the Fatigue of m{) Journy, and
the Liquor I had drunk the Night before, I flepe
the next Morning, "till the Sun was approaching its
Meridian ; and was firft awak’d by a tumultuous
Noife, as of a mix’d Multitude, under my Cham-
ber-window. Upon looking out, I found the
Marker fil'ld with a great Concourfe of People,
and near my Window a round Edifice of Stone, of
about 12 or 15 Foot diameter, and near 20 Foot
high, in the Center of which was erefted a Poft
ten or twelve Foot high, and from an Iron Ring,
near the Top of ir, hung three large Birchen Rods.
Upon Enquiry, I found, that a young Woman, who
had been a Chambermaid in one of the principal
Families of the Town, and having been too free in
difpenfing her Favours to her Mafter, was difco-
vered, by the watchful Eyes of a jealous Miftrefs
(who happen’d to be a Sifter of the Judge pro tem-
pore) and condemn’d to be feverely fuftigated, bran-
ded, and then banithed the Town; which fevere
Punithment the was juft going to fuffer. '

I T was not long, before a beautiful young Crea-
ture, of about 18, with her Hair hanging difheveld
over her Shoulders, and ftark naked to her Waift,
with her two Wrifts tied together, was led up a
pair of Stairs in the Body of the Edifice, upon the
Stage, by a Fellow more ugly, than the poor un.
happy Girl appear’d agreable, tho’ under the
greateft Diftrefs and Ignominy, which could befal a
youthful Female ; who, notwithftanding the Crime
fhe fuffer’d for, plainly thew’d fhe was not aban-

-don’d to Vice, and had a Modefty, which pointed
out a true Senfe of her Guilt, apparently vifible in
her Countenance. Being thus led to the Poft,
her Ancles were lock’d, with two Iron-Rings, to
the Foot of it, and the Rods being taken down,
the Noofe of the fame Rope, on whichthey hung,
being put over her Hands, round her Wrifts,
her Arms were hoifted up to their utmoft Exte:}t.

n
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In this Pofture, in which her naked Limbs were
expos’d to the Eyes of the Populace, for feveral
Minutes (which, by the by, is not fo very con-
fonant with their pretended Decency and Modefty)
the poor Wretch received near 20 Lafhes with
each of the three Rods, from the Hands of the
Hang-man, which were laid on with fo good a Will,
that her whole Back and Sides feemed to be one
continued Piece of raw Fleth,  This done, fhe was
branded with a red hot Iron, about the éircumfe-
~ rence of a Crown-Picce, which, as I was inform’d,
left the Mark of the City-Arms on her Back; at
leaft it took fo faft l#ld of her, that a Smoke arofe
upon the Applicatioriit. Amidft thisSeverity, it was
* look’d upon as a Favour, that her Hair was fuffers
ed to hang down her Back, which might perhaps
take off the Edge of fome Blows from her Shoul-
ders. The poor Wench fwooned away under the
Operation, and, when loofen’d from the Poft, fell
into the Arms of that ugly Wretch who uther’d her
in, and now carried her down the Stairs fhe came
up. She no fooner came to herfelf, than they obli-
ged her to huddle on her Cloaths, and, in that
mangled Condition, fhe was led without one of the
Gates of the Town, where having taken a folemn
Oath never to return within the Territories of that
Republic, the was turn’d loofe upon the World,
- with a fix Groot-piece in her Pocket, What think
you, Sir, of this fevere Punifhment, for a fingle
flip of frail Nature? May not this, probably, be
the Caufe of fuch an unfortunate Creature’s run-
ning headlong into Ruin and Deftruction, both
of Body and Soul ? whereas with a more mild, or
lefs public Suffering, fhe might have been re-
claimed to Virtue, and become a ufeful Member
of human Society. I muft confefs, the whole Scene
was extremely fhoeking to me 3 but ene Circum-
ftance more fo than all tthRe& : I was fhewn, at
2 an

-~
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an adjacent Window, an ancient Gentlewoman, of
a fgrbiding Countenance, at whofe Suit, it feems,
the unhappy Creature who fuffer’d, had been pro-
fecuted, and who fatiated her Swinge of Revenge,
with fuch an Air of Satisfaétion, as almoft promp-
ted me to think the Husband had not ufed her much
worfe than fhe deferved.

Bu T to divert this melancholy Subject, I went
down into the Coffee-room, where I was not much
more edified. I found the Place pretty full of

"Company, chiefly Merchants and Lawyers: Seve-
ral of them, ina very civil Manner, endeavoured
to oblige me with their Converfation ; but, to my
great Surprize, tho’, in my laft Journy to Vienna,
and Refidence there, I had made myfelf a tolerable
‘Mafter of the High German Tongue, 1 could hardly
comprehend any Thing that was faid to me. 1 had
not been long enough in Holland to learn the Lan-
guage of that Country : However, fo much I had
obferved of it, to be fenfible it was not that Tongue
neither, Upon Enquiry, I was inform’d it was the
Diale¢t of the Place, and of a very large Part of the
lower Circles of Germany, diftinguifhed by the Name
of Low German or Lower Saxon, which is neithet
Duteh nor High-German, but, in fome Meafure,
partakes of both, or rather is the Ground or Root
of both ; for, upon comparing it afterwards, with
Junius’s Anglo-Saxon Gofpels and forric other Anglo-
Saxon Books, 1 had in my Trunk, I found it had
retained more of that ancient Tongue, than either
‘the Dutch or High German- had. The Coffee-room
was not divided into Boxes, or by Tables, but being
a {quare and not a very capacious Room, there was
only one large oval Table in the Middle of it, and
Seats all round it. - In the Middle of the Table was
a large Coffee-Por, of feveral Quarts, with three
Cocks, out of which, there being Difhes and.Sugat
placed about it, every one help’d himfelf : But 1 ob-
ferved, that hardly any one went out of the Bﬁom

wichout
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withaut calling for a Liquor, which being-drank in
pretty large Glaffes, and of different Colours, 1 took
tobe Gills of Wine, of feveral Sorts: However,
making a Sign tothe Waiter, to have a Glafs myfelf,
I-found it a difti’d Water; and I was the more
furprifed to find it drank in fuch large Glafles, as
almoft every one fmoked at the fame Time : But
qug:/etudo altera Natura *,

~ Being retired to my Chamber, I fent for my
Landlord, and defired him to procure me a Bible,
and three or four other Books, on familiar Subjects,
in the Language of the Country ; But how was I
aftonifh’d, when he told me, thattho® Martin Ly-
ther had tranflated the Bible, and caufed it to be
printed in that Tongue, it was very rare tobe found ;
and that tho® they ftill retain’d the Language of
their Forefathers, in common Difcourfe, every
one underftood High German, and their Modern
Books were all printed, their Sermons preach’d,
and their Divine Service perform’d, nay even their
Letters written, in that Tongue,

' - ' "Iam, as ever, &¢.

¥ What our Author here obferves is very juft. I never was
iy any Place in my Life, where ftrong Waters are drank in fo
large Quantities by People of Fathion, and even by the
Ladies, as here. I had once Occafion to pay an early Vifit
to the prefiding Burgomafter, with whom 1 had fupp’d the
Night before.” His Magnificence (which is the Title given
them) having probably, in Complaifance to me, drank more
Qld Hock the Evening before than ufual, was not ftiring;
but Madam was fo good as to favour me with her Company, in
the mean Time. We were hardly fet down, before two Sal-
vers were placed before us, one with Bifcuits and dried Fruits,
the other with two large Glaffes, at leaft ‘Gills,” of a diftill'd
Liquor. Her Ladyfhip made no Difficulty to empty bers, at
three or four Sips; and, to induce me to do the fame, told me
it was her own%_danufa&u&e, and fo wholfome, that fh¢ drank
of it every Day of het Life. I could not in cy after
this refufe it ;" and-had not the coming of her Hufband, who
thought a Cuip of Tea might now do better, relieved me, I

believe I muit have ftood the other Glafs,
E 3 LeTTER
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LeETTER VI
s IR, " Bremex.

i lie fhould be oblig’d to leave me alone,
and fpend the firft three or four Days of
2| his being in Bremen, among his Corref:
pondents ; I refolved, having no Acquaintance, to
confine myfelf during that Time to my Lodgings:
But | foon met with an agreable Motive to alter my
Refolution. I dined at an Ordinary in the Houfe,
. wherg I was tolerably well entertain’d : But what was
moft acceptable to me was the Converfation of a Gen-
tleman, whom I had the good Fortune to be placed
next to, who perceiving me to be an Engli/bman
direted his Difcourfe to me in my Mother-tongue,
which he poffefs'd to a tolerable Degree. I found,
by the Difcourfe at Table, that his Name was K--c&,
that he was Major of the Artillery of that Repub-
lic, and that he had formerly been employ’d as

their Agent, to tranfat certain Affairs at the

Court of Great-Britain. After I have told you,
that he pofieffes all the valuable Qualities of 3 Sal-
dier, aGentleman, and a Schalar, you will eafily con-
ceive, how happy I shought my felf in the Acquifirion
of o agreable an Acquaintance, and began now not
to regret the Abfence of my travelling Companion.
Uroy my complaining of the Badnefs, or at leaft
Difagreablenefs to me, of the Wine we drank at
Table, which was French White Wine, of 10
or more Years old, the worthy Major propofed
my going with him, that Eveping, to a felett
~Company of .Friends, where he could aﬁhrcﬁw mcl c{
u
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fheuld drink as fine a Glafs of Rbenifh or Old Hock,
as Germany could afford ; and, to make the Offer
more acceptable, obferv’d, that the Company would
confift chiefly of Gentlemen, who had fpent fome
“Years in Englard, and met to enjoy one another’s
Company, with that agreable Freedom of Converfa-
tion they had been ufed to there, which moft of the
Inhabitants of this Place were intirely Strangers to,
To this he added, that they would be moft or all
of them of the Lutheran Religion ;5 and, upon per-
ceiving, I was furprized, he mentioned a Diftinc-
tion of Religion, as an Inducement to accept of
his Propofal; he told me, that the Religion of the
State, and of much the greater Part of the Inhabi-
tants, was Reformed or Calvinift ; and that the
Lutberans not only enjoyed the free Exercife of
their Religion, but were 1n Poficffion of the Cathe-
dral, and confifted of fome Thoufands of Families;
that there was a great Difference between the Lu-
therans and the Calvinifts, in their Manners and
Behaviour, as well to others, as among themfelves;
that the former indulged themfclves in all innocent
Freedoms and Diverfions ; but that the latter were
fo horridly Prieft-ridden, and had, by Degrees,
fufferd the Clergy to ger fo much the Afcendant
over them, arid their Families, that even thofe who
had travell’d, and knew better, were cbliged to put
on fuch an affe@ted, fiff Rigidity of Behaviour, as
made their Convérfation very troublefome even to
one another : And that the leaft Deviation from
the Rules prefcrib’d them, by their fpiritual Guides,
render’d them liable to be cenfured and expofed
from every Pulpit, of which he promifed to give me
fome ludicrous Inftances, which may chance to be
the Subjet of another Letter. I hugg'd myfelf
with the Thoughts of falling into fo good Hands,
and began to hope ‘1 fhould fpend the Time of my
Stay in Bremen more agreably thap I at firft-ima- .
gined. , :

E 2 THe
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Tue Major calld me at the al‘a})ointed Hour,
and carried me to a large Cellar or Vault, oppofite
to my Lodgings, under the Senat-houfe, which
is kept for the Benefit of the Public. The De-
fcent into this Vault or Cellar is by a Jarge Pair of
Stone-Stairs, broad enough for five or fix Perfons
to g» down a-breaft, which leads into a fpaci-
ous fubterranean Hall 3 on the right Hand, is a
Row of Boxes, and at the End of them fome¢
Rooms, for the Entertainment of Company, Op-
pofite to thefe Boxes are five monftrous large
Cafks, contzining, if I have not forgot the Ac-
count given me, confiderably upwards of 1e0q
Hogfheads each ; four of thefe Cafks ate always
kept full of Wine; but the fifth is left empty,
with a fmall low Roor or Entrance in the Head,
to fatisfy the Curiofity of fuch as may be fond of
creeping in, and faying they have been in the Belly
of fuch a Bacchanajian Monfter ; which I confe
I was not. The remaining Part of this and feve-
ral other contiguous Vaults, which have a Com-
munication ane with the ather, were fil’d with Rée-
#ifp Wine, of different Growths, and of various
Ages, from one Year to 50, 60, or more, all in large
-~ Cafks, few or none of which were lefs than what

_ they call a S;uck-F?/q, or eight Awms. As thefe

large Cafks are all Iron-bound, and fome of them
embellith’d with very expenfive Ornaments of
carved Work and Gilding, -and" befides, there ap-
pearing to be a larger dead Stock of Wine, than
the Vent they could have, could poffibly require,
I had the Curiofity to afk, what Benefit the
Public could reap by keeping folarge a Stock,
and in fuch large Cafks, which could bear
any reafonable Proportion to the Intereft of their
Mony, and the great Expence they feem’d to be
at. To this I was anfwered, that the Value of
Rbevifh Wine is always in Proportion toA‘fts
s
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Age, and that fuppofing it to be of a good Growth
and Year, there was nothing they could veft theig
Mony in would yicld fo good an Intereft : And
as for keeping their Wine in fo large Cafks, they
had this Advantage, that the larger the B%xantity
of Wineis, which lies together in one Body, the
fafter it advances in that Quality which it gradually
obtains by Age ; infomuch that 50 Hogfheads of
young Wine, put together in one Cafk, would ap-
pear 4o be older, at the End of five Years, thap
the like Quantity in fingle Hogfheads, would dg
at twice the Age. - -

" Having thus taken a curfory View of the
prodigious Stock of Wine, we retired ‘into the
‘Club-room, where fix or eight Members were al-
ready together, who foon after encreas’d to 15, all
Perfons that had the Appearance of Mecn of Fafhion
and Fortune. We fpent the firft Part of the Evening
in general Converfation, on feveral public Topics ;
and our Dicourfe was chiefly in the Engli/h Tongue:
But, about Nine o’ Clock, 6ur Company went oft by
two, three, and fouf, to feveral litcle Tables in the
Room, fome tQ eat a Mouthful, and others to a
Game of Picquet, Whifk or Ombre, every ong
to his Inclination, leaving only my Friend and onc
more with me, at the great Table. 1 took this
Opportunity to defire the Major to give me fome
Account of the State of Religion, and the Con-
dué@ of the Priefts in that City 5 with which he
feeming not very ready to comply, his Friend ex-
cufed him, as being 1n the Service of the Public,
and cautious of faying any Thing, which, if it
went farther, might lay him liable to the impla-
cable Malice .of the Clergy; and therefore under-
took the Tafk himfelf. N

- ¢« Our Religion (faid he) is whar we call in
¢ Germany the Reformed, grounded upon the
¢ Do&rine and Principles of Calvin, fomething

: ¢ like
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¢¢ like that of your Presbyterians in England, oy
¢¢ rather more ftarch and fgrmal ; aSort of Com-
f¢ pound, between that and Quakerifm ; confifting
¢¢ chiefly in an outward Shew of a more thanp
¢¢ ordinary Sanctity. Qur Form, or rather no
¢ Form of Worhjp, confifts chiefly of extempore
¢ Prayers, bordering very much upon Enthufiafm,
«¢ Pfalms or Hymns, and long-winded Sermons,

«¢ which have little in them but Cant, Scandal and"-
_ ¢ perfonal Reflection. Qur Priefts (continues he)

¢ are a Sort of glopmy Mortals, whofe Light
‘¢ being what the Quakers call an inward Light,
¢¢ they are all Darknefs without, and perfectly an-
¢¢. fwer the whimfical Charaer given by the Au-
¢¢ thor of the Tale of a Tub, under the Name-of
¢ Fack, When they appear in the Streets, they
«¢ put on fuch a fanctified Vizard, as, by over-a&-

¢ ing their Part, plainly fhews their Hypocrify,

¢¢ thro’ the Larve. They would not be feen to
¢¢ enter into a Coffee-haufe or Tavern, tho’ they
¢ could thereby merit that Place in Heaven, fo
¢ earneftly defir’d of our Saviour by the two Sons
¢ of Zehedee. They fpend the greater Part of
¢ their Time (for Study their Religion requires
¢ but little) in charitable Vifits to comfort the
¢¢ good Women of their Parifhes, where their Con-
s¢ verfation generally begins like a Quaker’s Hold-
¢ ing-forth, with Hums .and Haws, and interme-
¢ diate Paufes, which fometimes are introdutory
“ to a Prayer: But to continu¢ the Comparifon,
¢ when they do break out into a Difcourfe, it gene-
¢ rally confifts of as much Wind, Noife and Non-
¢¢ fenfe as that of a Quaker, when the Spirit begins
«¢ forcibly to operate, and the abfent are as little
¢¢ fpar’d as at a Chriftening, or a Ladies Vifiting-
b dl;y. Thefe Affemblies confift chicfly of Women;
¢¢ and generally of fuch, who being cither ancient

© 4 Widows or Maidens, arc paft the Enjoymenc

(73
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¢ of what we may call the gay Pleafures of Life
¢ themfclves, and are therefore the beft qualified,
¢ with the Help of a good Share of Envz and ill
¢ Nature, which, by Degrees, they themfelves
¢ miftake for Virtue, to join with the Sons of
¢ Levi, to cenfure them in others, Men are fcl-
“ dom allowed to partake of thefe holy Conver-
¢¢ fations ; or if they do fometimes admit a fancti-
‘¢ fied Brother, they take Care, by proper Prepara-.
¢ tions,to make him as arrant an oJld Womanas any
“ in the Society, not excepting the Pricft himfelf,
‘¢ Not (added he) but there are fome few Occafional
¢ Conformifts among them ; Men of Learning and
¢¢ Integrity, who are obliged to a Compliance with
¢¢ the Cuftoms and Manners of the Place, and theic
¢ Order, for a Livelihood : But much the greater
¢ Number are of the former Stamp.” [ fuppofe,
Jaid 1, interrupting him, thefe great Pretenders, at
leaft, to Sanétity, are very careful to fupprefs thofe un-
ruly Paffions of Human Nature, which are fo apt to
. tebel, by a fevere and rigid Abftinence. ¢ Not fo
¢ (replied he) on the contrary, they are continually
¢« pamper’d, like cramm’d Capons, by their credu-
*¢ Jous Devotees, with the moft exquifite Dainties,
" ¢ and will make no Scruple, in their Comparny,
¢ to tipple Canary and Sherry ’till they forget
¢ themielves, and, laying afide the Mafk, become
¢ a Contradiction to their own Proleflion: For
¢ which the hofpitable Dame is fure to be feverely .
¢ reprimanded, at the next Meeting *.*  In thcfg
- an

~

® Our Author (or his Companion) gives us here a lively,
and in general a juft Idea of fome, perhaps the greater Num-
ber, of the Calvinifis Priefts of this Place ; tho’ he feems
to puth the Matter to the utmoft: And I muft beg Leavc to
tell him, the Number of Occafiona] Conformifts is greater than
he fuppofes. I have known and convers'd with feveral of them

myfelf ; Men of good Senfe, Learning, and , except in this Poin t,f
<

/
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and the like Difcourfes, we pafi'd our Time, gild
our Company, by Degrees re-united, and then
we fpent another Hour in innocent Mirth, ’uill our

Hoft thought fit to put us in Mind it was Time’

to depart, by tellmg ys the Clock of Authority,
in the Senat-houfe, had ftruck Twelve. We had
drunk excellent Wine the whole Evening, and, fol-
Iowing the prudept Method mention’d by the Go-
vernor of the Feaft, at the Marriage in Cqnagn, ha-
ving began with a young Rbeni/b Wine of eighteen
Groot (or abaut ten Pence) the Bottle, we, by De-
grees, advanced in Age and Price, ’till we came to
forty-cight Grooz 5 and yet had referved a better
Sort to crown the Evening. It was now propofed to
have a Bottle or two out of the Jgoj{z,' a Vault fo
called of fcle@ old Wine, the Key of which is
kept by the prefiding Burgoe-mafter, and onjy a
Number of Bottles lett in the Hands of the Maf-
ter of the Cellar, to be fold at a Dollar (or about
three Shillings fix Pence) the Bottle ; an extravagant
Price in this Country: But it was richly worth it,
and far exceeded any Thing I had ever drunk of
the Kind, even on the Rbine itfelf. It was faid
to be of the Growth of Hockbeim, the.moft cele-
brated Vineyards on that River (from whenge we
have borrowed the Name of Old Hack) and of the

of Probity too, who, tho’ they are obliged fometimes to con-
"arm beyond their Inclination, are as moderate in it as poffible,
and know how to behave according to the Company they are
in: But, I muft confefs, Bigotry either in the Prieft, or Con-
gregation, either real or feign’d, cannot be too much expos'd 3
and therefore, tho® our Author fhould have carried the Matter
2 little too far, it is a Fault of the right Side.

Prophane or pious, Bigotry's the fama,
Tbe Matives Terror, Avarice or Fame.
Opinion is but Int'reft in Difguife
wAzd Right and Wrong in Strength of Parties lies.
Pope’s Effay on Human Life. { 7:
car
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Year 1666: We parted about One, merry, but
fione of us in the leaft difguifed 5 for O/d Hock has
this good Quality, that tho’ it be ftrong, it is not
intoxicating. The Major excufed his not being
able to fe¢e me the next Day, becaufe hé was
obliged to be upon Duty ; but engaged me to
fpend the Day following wholly with him, and
kindly offer’d to condu& me to the feveral Parts
of the Town, where there was any Thing worth
my feing. I therefore refolved to fpend this Ddy in
Retirement, and writing this Letter to you, which
if it thould prove too prolix or trivial, you muft
thank yourfelf, I having your pofitive Command,
fign’d, feal’d and delivered, t6 write to you the
moft nfinute Circumftances which fhould occur to
me, that had any Thing of Singularity in them, or
could contribute to your Amufement, in the happy
Retreat you have wifely chofen to end your Days
in, 1am, &e.

LBTTBR VfIL

S IR, BREMEN.

Y33 Y laft gave an Account how happy I was
M@ in the Acquaintance of a worthy Gentle-
LW man, a Major in the Garifon of this City,
v and of the Appointment I had made to
fpend the next Day with him, in taking a View
of what was worthy my' Notice here. ~Accord.
igly, he came to my Lodgings early in the Morn-
ing, 4nd having prevail’d upon him to breakfaft
with me, I took that Opportunity to defire a brief
Account from him, of the ancient and prefent Stat;

, : o
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of . this City, which he readily gave me, in the fol-
Jowing Words: :

. “ BREMEN (faid he) tho’ now reckon’

& the leaft confiderable of the three renown’d free
s¢ Imperial Cities, in Lower Saxony, Hamburg,
.¢¢ Lubeck, and Bremen, is beyond all Difpute,
s¢ the eldeft. Not to mention the Account of its
¢ being the Fabiramum of Ptolomy, built by
¢ Drufus, which is generally look’d upon to be
¢ fabulous, I believe I may venture to fay it was
¢ a Place of fome Note, towards the latter End
¢ of the fifth Century, when Pope Gregory I, fent
<< St. Ayguftin,with other Monks, 0 Britain, to con-
«¢ vert the Saxons to the Chriftian Faith, in the Time
s¢ of Eibelbert, King of Kent. This wasthe Place
¢¢ thofe holy Men chofe to embark in, to be tranf~
¢ ported to that Ifland ; it being noted for Ship-
¢ ping at that Time, which was above 200 Years
¢¢ before the Building of Hamburg, and more than

¢ 500 Years before the Building of Lubeck.
- ¢.In the Year 788, Charlemaign made it a
¢ Bifhop’s See, and appointed ‘St. Wilbadus, an
¢ Englifoman, to be the firft Bithop: Tho’ the
¢ Diploma, pretended to be granted-by this Prince,
«¢ at the Caftle of Nemes, now Spires, for the
«¢ Eftablithment of this See, is, on Accoynt of
¢ fome Articles contain’d in it, generally believed
« to be fuppofititious. - In 848, Sz. Anfebarius,
¢ Archbifhop of Hamburg, which had been laid
¢« wafte, three Years before, by the Danes, was
¢ fent to Bremen, by Emperor Lewis the Pious;
¢¢ where he was fourth Bifhop, and firft Archbi-
. ¢ fhop, the Metropolitan See being, transfer’d thi-
¢ ther, or, according to other Writers, incorpo-
¢ rated with this, by Pope Nicholas, with the
«¢ Confent of that Emperor. Several Privileges
«¢ were afterwards granted it by fucceeding En
¢ perors, particularly by Henry V, William,
R ) << Wenceflaus,
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Wenceflaus, and Charles V, to exterminate Pirates,
and prote&t Merchants trading on the #efr
from all Danger. And for the Encouragement
of the Trade of this Place, no Goods were al-
low’d to go down the #%fer, and pafs this City,
without being firft landed here. The Inhabi-
tants have, likewife, the .Privilege of fifhing
from the Bridge of Hoye, four German Miles
above Bremen, down to the Sea, as likewife in
the Rivers Hunte, Ochtum, Wumme and Leefem,
which flow into the H%fr. Among other
Fifh, they catch great Quantities of Sa/mon and
Lampreys, the former of which being dried and
{moaked, and the latter pickled, are in great
Efteem throughout all Germany. Rudelph 11,
endowed them with the Privilege, that neither
their Perfons nor Goods fhould be liable to Ar-
reft, Attachment, or other Impofition, through-
out the whole German Empire : And Charles V,
gave them the Right of Coinage. They pre-
tend to a Right of Seffion and Vote in the Diet
of the Empire, ever fince Charlemaign, which
was confirm’d to them, notwithftanding the Op-
pofition of thé Archbithop, by Emperor Fer-
dinand 111, in 1641. But afterwards, upon the
Secularization of the Archbifhopric, in the
Reign of Queen Cbriftina of Sweden, new Dif-
putes arofe thereupon, which came to a Rupture,
in 1654, on that, and other Accounts. Thefe
Differences were, indeed, compafed under Charles
Guflavus, in 1658 ; but broke out again under
Charles X1, and lafted ’till, by the Treaty of
Habenbaufen, in 1666, among other Conceffions,
they were oblig’d to wave their Pretenfion of
a Right to Seflion and Vote, in the Diet of the
Empire, *till 1700, which is yet difputed them.
¢ As to the ancient Form of Government, the

¢ Emperors had their Pogts (or Bailiff§) here, *till

¢¢ the
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& the Rcién of Otto I, when, by the Interceﬂ';'pt;i,

“¢ of Archbithop 4daldagus, the Adminiftration was
«¢ fuffer’d to devolve to Proconfuls and Conjuls :
<< But, about the Begining of the fourteenth Cep-

¢ tury, the Form of Government approaching, by -
¢ Degrees, too \near to that of an Oligarchy, the

«¢ Burghets accufed feveral of the principal ancient
¢¢ Faniilies of Malverfation ; obliged them to quit
< the City, and condemi’d them to perpetual
«¢ Exile. The Government by Proconfuls and
¢« Confuls was heretpon tefiim’d, with this Dif-
¢¢ ference only, that théy were limited to thirty-
«¢ three, to be chofen by the four principal Wards,
«¢ and, upon the Death of any one, the Vacancy

<¢ to be fupplied by the Ward the Deceafed be- .

o¢ long’d to. In this Form, with forie few Al

«¢ terations, it has continued ever fince. The Se- .

¢« nat is now compofed of four Burgo-mafters,
«¢ and twenty-four Senators, confifting of four Di-

<¢ vifions, according to the foar Wards, The Se- .

<¢ nat decides all Cdufes Ecclefiaftical, Criminal and
«¢ Civil, and from them lies no Appeal, except, in
«¢ the latter,” where the pfincipal Sum litigated ex-
«¢ ceeds 600 Rbenifb Gold Guildets, or about 210 /.

<< when an Appeil to the Imperial Chamber of .
<€ Wetzlar may take Place;  They have their own

¢¢ Sratute-Laws, which were enaéted in 1281, but
«¢ hdve been fince amended ®*. They have a fmall
¢ Juri{di€tion of about a German Mile round

N

* [t may not be amifs to add here, to our Author’s ar his’
iFriend’s Account, that the Archbifhops of Bremen had never

-any Sovereignty over the City : Nor was it ever dependent on -

the Duchy of Bremen, which belong’d to them. This Duchy,
of which ofir Author gives fome Account below, was yielded

to the Swedes, in-1648," after which they formed feveral Pre- *
tences on the City, and befieged it forty-fix -Days, in 1666.

But they rais’d the Siege, at the Interpofition of the neighbous-
_ ng Princes, and the Treaty of Habenbanfen enfued. he
. . : S e
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% the Town,. and dre bordered on every Se'fe
¢ with Territorics now belonging to his Majefty
 of Great Britain; for which Reafon, they al-
¢ ways court’his Favour. The River Weper,
‘“ which runs thro’ the Place, and divides the
# Old City from the New, is not navigable for
¢ Ships of  Burderi farther thdn Fegefac, two Ger-
“ man Miles below this Place, where all Ships
¢ which come out of the Sea, or are outward-bound,
¢¢-load and unload ; not does this River cbb or flow
s farther. 'We have a confiderable Trade to Eng-
¢ land, efpecially with all Sorts of #eftpbalian Li-
“ nens, and fend feveral Ships, particularly to Lon- -
¢ don, every Year: We fend Ships to Frasce, and
¢ fometimes to Spain, Portugal and Italy, and alfo
$¢ a good Number every Year to Greenland and
¢ Davis's Streights. 'We have likewife a confider+
¢ able Inland Trade, -partictlarly to the great
¢ Fairs and Marts in Germany, whither, among
¢ other Goods, we fend large Quantities of Cal-
¢ licoes and Sugar, '%rintcd and refined here, in
¢ which, however, the Hamburgbers out-do us.
¢ Qur Beer is very much efteem’d in many Parts of
 Germany, and is therefore exported in large
¢ Quantities. Our Duties upon Epomﬁon and
¢« Importation are very low, which is a great En-
¢ couragement to eur Trade, and gives us an Ad-
¢¢ vantage over the Dusch, in thofe Provinces which
¢ ly between us and them. In the famous Han-
¢¢ featick League, this City is honoured with the
¢¢ third Place. It is divided, as I faid before,
¢ into the Old and the New Town, the latter of
¢« which was began to be built in 1623. They
¢ are both pretty well fortified with high Walls
¢ and a broad Disch. The old Town has feve-
¢ ral Towers upon the Walls, according to the
¢ ancient Manoer of Fortification ; but the Wallg
% of the new Town, which are more modern,
¢ have cight fmc Bullwarks, I defer fayin%_ any
. F < Thing
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«« Thing of our public Buildings, till you fee
¢¢ them at the fame Time.

Hzre my Friend finifi’d his Relation, and,
our Breakfaft being likewife at an End, we began:
our Progref. | -

Tue firt Place I went to fee was a fpacious
Room or Hall, in the Houfe where I lodge, of
" the Length and almoft Breadth of the whole Edi-
fice, the Walls of which are handfomely adorned:
with fmall Arms, it beiﬁ a fort of Armory for
the Burghers. In this Hall, the Alterminner (or
Council of Commerce) hold their Mectings, and
public Entertainments upon extraordinary Octca-
fions. At the Bottom of 2 Defcent of three ¢
by which you enter into the Hall, ftands the Figure
of a Warrior in compleat Armor, who,, by Means
of a Piece of Machinery under the Steps, as foon
as you tread upon them to defcend, lifts up the
Bever of his Helmet, with his Fruncheon, and -
falutes you. . :

- THr1s Statue put me in Mird of the Story of
Roficrufius’s Sepulchre, as told in the SpesZator, in
which was a Statue of a Man, in Armor, fiting
by a Table, and leaning on his left Arm. He
held a Truncheon in his right Hand, and had a
a Lamp burning before him ; at the firft Step, he
flood bolr upright, at the fecond, lifted up the
Truncheon in his right Hand, and at the third, |
with 2 furious Blow, broke the Lamp ina Thou |
fand Pieces. This, they tell you, was defign’d to
fhew Pofterity he poffefs’d the Art of preparing a
perpetual Lamg; and, at the fame Time, to de-
ftroy it,.and thereby conceal that Myftery frdm
others ; but the Delign of our modern Piace of
Machinery was not fo deeply laid.

FromMm this Armory in Miniature, we went
to.the grand Arfepal of the City, which is well
flored with all Manner of Artillery, fmall .Ar;muld,

- . : : ]
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and other Utenfils of War, as well ancient as mo+
dern. This Arfenal, I found, is under the par-
ticular Difpofition of the Major who accompanied
me, and-he has fhewn his Skill by the handfom
Manner of ranging the feveralSorts of Arms, &5ca
as well in the great Hall, wirere the Artlllery is, as
in a large Gallery, which encompafies it, and cone
tains the greater Part of the fmdll Arms.
. F r oM 'this Gallery, there is a Paffage into the
Gymnafium,; or Academy, where we faw the Li-
brary, and the Anatomical Hall, neither of which
contain any Thing very remarkable. And here [
muft give you an Inftance of thofe falfe Punétilios of
Honour, of which I had been frequently: told, and
had fometimes found, the Germans are fo full. Upon
being fhewn the Anatomy of a Man, I heedlefly
happen’d to fay, that Figure was Preof againft the
whole Art of War; Iimmediately obferv’d the
Major change Countenance, and iwell, and tha®
good Manners got the better of his fuppos’d injur’d.
Honeur, I perceiv’d it was fome Time before he
could* calm the Tempeft rais’d in his Mind, by
the Imagination of my having defignedly cafta
Slur. upon his Profeflion, or prefered that of Chi-
rurgery to it. From hence we went to the Rabz-
baufz (or Senat houfe) which, as I faid in my former,
is a large ancient Sruture, built in 1405. The
lower Part, or Hall, out of which are Doors ta
the feveral Courts of Juftice, and other Apart-
ments, is fill’d with Shops for retailing Prints,
Toys, Stationary and Haberdathery lg&a\res, of
feveral Sorts. - The Courts of Juftice, and other
Apartments; are very phin, and hardly decently
enough furnifh’d for the Dignity of the. Offices they
are pit to. The Outfide of this Edifice is adorn’d
with feveral Seatues ‘of /Emperors and Ele&tors,
as likewife thole of Plare, Arifiotle, Cicere, and
qther Atmitmh . .
o F2 Ar
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A one End of this Building, feparated by a
Street, is another public Edifice, the lower Part
whereof being a Piazza, in which are likewife
Shops, is made Ufe of as an Exchange: But is
not {o frequented as thofe of London and Amjfterdani.
The Merchants refort thither only on Poft-days,
and then not in fuch Numbers, but that you may
walk with Eafe, from one End to the other. From
the Exchange we went to the Cathedral, which is
an ancient, but large and ftately Edifice. 1 was
here agreably furprized to meet with an eld Ac-
quaintance of yours and mine : I mean the Reve-
rend Mr. Crufius, whom we formerly knew at
London, in the Family of Monf. Schutz, the Han-
noverian Minifter at our Court. He is now Super-
intendant of the Lutheran Congregation in this
City 5 an Office little inferior to that of a Bifhop,
or rather Dean of other Cathedrals ; and of about
1000 /. per Ann. Income, a large Revenue in thefe
Parts. This Church, which is under the immediate
Protettion of his Majefty of Great-Britain, as Bi-
fhop of Bremen and Verden, enjoys great Privie
leges; and is very ancient: The firft Church,
butlt by 8. Wilbadus, ftood 270 Years; but, in
the Time of Befelinus, the fifeeenth Bithop of
Bremen, Ann, 1042, it was burnt to the Ground,
by the Wickednefs of his Son, Edo. The good
Bithop gave all he had in the World to ir
the Damage; and began to rebuild it; but he died
the Year following, His Succeflor Albert, de-
ftroyed . the Foundation he had laid, thinking it
too fmall, and laid a larger; and that he might
not want Stone, caufed the Walls of the City to
be razed, and the Stones to be employ’d for that
Ufe: But going about the fame Time. to Rome,
the Work lay ftill twenty-four Years. And tho’
he afterwards refumed the Building of it; he did net
J¥ve to fee it finithed 5 but left that to his Succefor,

Liepgrus
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Liemarus, the feventeenth Bifhop of Bremen, about
the Year 109o. Towards the Conclufion of the
fourteenth Century, it likewife fuffered very much
by Fire: And the Tower or Steeple was not rs-
bailt *till 1446. It is now a ftately large-Building,
the only Church the Lutberans have, tho’ they are %o
numerous in this City, that they reckén near 20,000
Communicants. The Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiction of
this Metropolitan extended, for fome Centuries,
over the three Kingdoms of Denmark, Norway
and Sweden ; but they exempted themfelves from
it towards the Conclufion of the eleventh Century ;
when, at the defire of Ericus, King of Denmark,
the Pope erected an Archbifhopric’at Lgnden, in
Scania, and made all the Bithoprics of thofe three
Kingdoms Suffragans to that Metropolitan:” From
which Time we find no Mention of any Archbi-
Thop of Hamburg, but only of Bremen. The City
of “Bremen embraced the Dottrine of Luther in
¥522. 'But the Archbifhops did not acknowledge
the Auguftane Confeflion *ull 1585. '

* My Laindord juft comes to tell me, jt is Time
£0 fend my Letter to the Poft-houfe ; I muft there-
Hpr'e.brmk off with affuring you, &%,

P B ..:» . . . e - N l .am’ @c’

" F3 LerTER
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S IR, BremEN.
ConcLupep my laft with a brief Hif:
torical Account of the Cathedral of
Bremen : Bat } muft not' omit mention-
ing a Thing which is fhewn, to Strangers,
as a Rarity, tho’, in Reality, there is

little in it. They preferve, in a Vault under thig
Church, five or fix Corps, which, tho’ they were
depofited there fifty or more Years ago, without
being embalmed, or the Entfails taken out, are yet
intire and uncorrupted. The Skin of thefe Bodies is

* hard, and, like a Parchment, fomewhat fhrivel’d:
I had the Curiofity to 'lift one of thém up by the
Head, and found it fo lisht, that I did not cos-
ceive the whole Body could weigh more thdn ten
or fifteen Pounds. One of thefe Corps, they tell
you, is of an Englifb Countefs, who, having led
a diffolute Life, had the foul Difeafe, to "fuch a
Degree, that the was deem’d incurable, and was,
therefore, fent to this Place, to end her Life pri-
vately, without bringing a Blemifh upon her Fa.-
mily. That the Perfon dicd of this Difeafe, is
not improbable ; becaufe, tho’ the Reft of her
Face'is intire, a good-Part of her Nofe is want-
ing: Butif fhe really was of our Nation, we may
fuppofe her to have been a Countefs of the Hun-
dreds of Drury.

'BuT to give fome Account of this Matter ; the

. Vault in which thefe Corps are fhewn, had not been
« open’d, in thirty or more Years after the laft was de-

pofited ;
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pofited;; *till fome Years fince, on Occafion of puting
up 2 new Organ, this Place was thought proper for
the Artificer to caft and fodder his Pipes in, as
containing fo few Bodies, which, it was fuppos’d,
were now fit for the Charnel-Houfe. Upon open-
ing the Vault, and finding the Coffins entire, they
were only put together in a Corner. After fome
Time, ane of the Workmen, being left alore,
either out of Curiofity, or in Expe&tation of find-
ing fome Booty, loofen’d the Lid of one of the Cof-
fins, and finding the Corps, in the Manner I have de-
dcribed, divulged it to his Companions, and upon the
Matter being made public, the Reft of the Cof-
fins were open’d, and the Bodies contain’d in them
found to be in the fame Condition. This, in the
ignorant Times of the Monks, would have been
deem’d a Miracle of the firft Degree, which would
have brought a Treafure to the Church; and the
Perfons, whofe Corps had been fo wonderfully pre-
fervcd, would certainly have been canoniz’d, what-,
ever Circumftances of Life, they might have pafs’d
ghro’; But in thefe happier Days, in which the
Tyranny of Prieft-craft is, in a great Meafure,
abolifh’d, and every Man is allow’d to think for
himfelf, we may account for it without the Expence
of 3 Miracle. %‘his Vault, being under one Corner
of the Church, has two Openings to the Church-
Yard, with Iron Grates, thro’ which the Air con-
tinually paﬁihl%, it may reafomably be fuppofed to
have gradually dried up the Moifture of thefe
Bodies, without fuffering them to come to Putre«
fatfon.

Tue other Churches of this City have nothing
in them worthy our Notice. They are large, bug
very plain’; with few or no Ornaments.

T drawing now towards Noon, and the Major
having engaged me to dine with him, we went
from the Cathedral to his Hoqufe, where I mer

F 4 with



w2 The GERMAN SPY.

with a very friendly and handfom Entertaipment,
in the Company of three or four of his Acquain.
tance, whom he had invited to make it the moré
acceptable to me. After’ Dinner, ‘being difpos’d
to take 2 Walk, we order’d our Coach to wait for
us at the Gaﬁ-Ho{; or public Hofpital, for the
Poor, the Sick, the Lame or Detrepid, of both
Sexes, and we went thither on ‘the City-Wall or
Ramparts, pleafantly planged with Rows of Trees,
and a Paffage as well for Coaches, as Perfons on
Foot, from which you have an agreable View of
the River, and the adjacent Country. =~ *
T ae Hofpital, I E!u{’t mentioned, is maintain'd
partly at the Public Expence, and partly’ by cha-
ritable Contributions. "At the Entrance, there is
an Iron Cheft, with 2 Memento over it, into which
it is expected, that évery oné who coimes tofee the
Houfe fhould put a Piece of Mony, and'the Per-
fon who conduéls you generally' begins, t6 fét a
%md Example. 1 fhall not detain you' with 4
efcription of this Buildings; which is’ large, and
decently handfom ; tho’ there feems, in the e-
recting of it, to have been' more a View to Ufe-
- fulnefs and Conveniency than Magpificence 5 which
1 cannot but think much moré cofmmendable and
confiftent,” than the throwing away immenf¢ Sums,
to érect Palaces inftead of Hofpitals, "which fi-
perfluous Sumis, if rightly applied, might ‘make
a Fund for the perpetual Maintenance of double,
or perhaps treble, the Number of poor Wretches,
who would willingly, and by much more tﬁx::lperly.
inhabit Barracks, or little Tenements, fuch
fuperb Edifices. .- - .- : ' !
: Tue Order and Oeconomy of this Houfe, as
far as I could get ‘an Infighit ihto it, is'as'commen-
dable as the Edifice itfelf. A frugal Plenty of il
Things neceflary feems to reign in every Part of
it and an exa&t Order, even in the moft trivial
: CoT oo * “Things,
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Things, is nicely obferved. As there are of both
Sexes in this Hofpital, they have different Quarters
affign’d them : The Wards or Rooms, in which
they ly, arc on one Side of Jong Galleries, oppo-
fite to which are Windows, to let in the freth Air.
In moft of nth«; Wards’ParF two or l;negre B‘Ic‘ﬂs, Baenc_l
they genérally lay two Pérfons in a Bed. e Bed-
'dI;:yé 1s clcan{y ‘and"decént, and the Wards are fur-
nifh’d with feveral comfortable as well as neceffary
Lonveniences,  The Kitchen, as well as the Uten-
fils of it, and Servants attending it, appear with
a Neatnefs not véry common in fuch Pfaccs; and
" the Provifiods are 'whol}:{omc"atid" good, fufficient

but not Tuperflious. Jcould find Fault with no-
thing but the Bread, which T thought had toe
much the Hew of Wepphalian Pompernickel ; But
I was told it was fuch 'as was eaten by the moft
teputable Burghers, for their common Table-
btead ; Wheaten or White Bread feldom or never
appearing in their Houfes, except for the Enter-
tainment’ 6f Strangers, "and on high Days and
Holidays ; “on” which  Occafions it 1s efteemed as

eat a Dainty a3 Plumb-cake withus. They like- .
wife tell you,that thisBread i muth more nourithing
&nd wholefom, * than Wheaten, or even a finer Sort
of Ryé-Bread, Bat to return to our Hofpital :
Theéy have a ‘very handfom Chappel, in which
Divine Service is regularly perform’d; and as
there- are always a Number of poor Wretches;
cither bedridden, or otherwife mot in a Capacity
to come to Chappel, fuch as thofe are all put into
one large Room, where they likewife enjoy thac
Benefit.: = - S T
¢ Apjorning to this Hofpital, or rather a Part
of the fame -Edificé,”i§ a Spfan-haujz (or Houle
of Corre@ion) fiot only for fuch Criminals ds are,
by Law, deemh’d worthy of Corporal Punifhment;
but for fuch diforderly Perfons againft whom there.

'y
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Js no Law, but what is difcretionary jin the Judges
fuch as‘’bad Wives' or Hufbands, unruly or difo-
bedient Children, Spendthrifts, and the like: Thefe
‘are generally lock’d yp in private Roogs, and arg
-maintain’d there, for'as long a'Time as is thought
“fieceffary, at'the Expence of thejr Friends. There
‘are, at this Time, or have been’ very lately (for
fuch Prifoners are ‘ot thewn to ahylod'y-, nor is
it eafy to know when'or hew they are’difcharg’d)
under Confinement in this Houfe, a Gentleman of
‘Diftinction, who having kill’d a Perfon inadver-
tently; is fhut uﬁ"hcrc for Life, at the Defire of
a Prince in the Neighbourhood, whof Subject he
is; the Plea ‘of Chance-Medly,, not _benﬁg’ adniicéd
§in this Country ; A younger Brother of Mr. N----7,
Governor of the Prince of #r——j, who is confin’d
for having been too lavifh'of his Fostunei and the
elder Brothier of Monf. ves P——#, a Gentleman
of Fortune at the Court of H——=-, who haviag
been difinherited by his Father, for the fame' Ac:
count, and being ‘withdl under a Suipicion of Lu-
acy, is in a fair Way to fpend the Remainder ¢f
gis Days here. -~ There ‘is, befides thefe, ‘one Qb=
je& of Compaffion, in this Houfe, at prefept, whg
s expofed to the View of évery onc; T mean §
young and ‘beautiful Daughter of Colonel N—;
who having taken a falfe Step, ‘which braught her
into a Condition fhe could ‘nat hide, is, by the
unrelenting Cruelty of her Father, rivetted to the
Spinning- Wheel, “in the’ public Boom, amidft
common Proftitutes, Thieves and Yaﬁabbnds, nor
have all the Interceffions of Friends, Relations and
even Superiors, been able, in two Years Time, to
reverfe the Sentence, which has fix’d her ‘unhappy
Fate for Life, I had fome Talk with her, but
would not Cput her to the Blufh, by feeming to
know the Circumftances of her Family; and o
the indifferent Queftions I afk’d,’ fhe gave fuch
-~ R L AﬂfWCrS.
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Anfwers, as made me pity her Condition, and
think fhe had fufficiently artan’d for her Crime.

*“Tue Difcipline which is kept in this public
Prifon ‘is very ftrié; for tho’ it contains roo-or
inore profligate Perfons, not an indecent Word is
heard 'to come out of theie Mowths; on the con:
trary, their Tafk-mafter, who walks about the
Room, with 2Rod of Corre¢tion in his Haad, is
almoft continually finging of Pfalms 3nd Hymos,
in which ‘they are obliged to accompany him. In
this Houfe, are likewife private Apartenents for
Lumatics, but they are lock’d up from the Eyes
of the World; nor is the Difgrace of human Kind
fmade a public Speftacle, for ‘the Sake of a fmalt
Encreafe of the Revenue of the Houfe. -«

- Havinc thus fpent the Déft Part of the
Afterioon, “and Night drawing on, we return’d
in odr Coach, thro’ the City, to the Rabt's Keller
{or Public Cellar) where I pafs'd the Evening in the
fame agreable Company I had enjoyed two Nights
before.  One of the Society, who is a gonfiderable
Merchant, and 2 Member of the College or Coun-
cit of Atermanner, invited me to dine with him,
the next Day; at his Houfe, in the New Town ;
and, on this Occafion, ‘defird the Company of the
whole Socicty. My Eaotertaioment there, with a
©€hara&er - of the Cqmpany, "and their Behavior,
fhatl be the Subjet'of my next, ill when, &% °

Lerrer
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R, ) BreMEY
3 HE Gentleman, who, as I told yo

g in my laft, had invited mé to dine with
i3 him, fent his Coach to fetch the Major
JBARRE. 0d me, according 't Appointment,
at my Lodgings. In.our Way to dxe"l‘}:n Town,
wh'izz as | faid before, is feparated from the Old
City, by the Riv@ Wefer, we pals’d over a Bridge
of Boats, which is the only Communication be-
tween the two. At that End towards the Old Town,
isa large and hapdfom Mill, belonging, if I mif-
take not, to the Public, and there are feveral other
fmall ones 6n the River near it. " ;Fhe New Town,
which confifts chiefly of Gardens, with fmall Plea-
fure-houfés, belonging 'to the principal Merchants,
and other Jnhabitants of the old Ciz; has larger;
and much more regular Streets than that, ‘and they
are moft of them planted with Rows of Limes or
Wild Chefouts, which make it, taken all together,
a very agreable Place. ' “The Jnhgbitants who dwell
conftantly there aré 'moftly of the meaner Sort's
there are, however, fome handfom ftately Houfes,
which are inhabited Winter and Summet, and of
thefe none more fo, than that' to”which I was in-
vited. It is a eodern” Brick-Building (a Thing
not very common’ here) on, ghe River Side: But
what makes it the more agieable 1s, “that it is well
furnith’d in the Infide, and doés not confift, as i$
very common here, of a meer Outfide-Shew, with
jare white-wafh’d Walls within, and the Fumit:lrc
b N 3 . . . | L . o z
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only a Table and Looking-glafs; with Chairs of"
feveral Sorts : The whole !i_)ufc, or as far as [ faw'
of it, is genteely furnifh’d, and our Entertainment
was as handfom, but egregioufly fuperfluous.
‘When the firft Courfe, which confifted of feveral
Difthes and Affietzes, was fet on the Table, I con-
cluded, by the Variety of it, that, witha Defert,
was to be all; and accordingly I made my Dinner,
as ufual, with a Difth or two I lik’d; but how
was I furprized, as well as mortified, to find the
Table continually fupplied with freth Difhes, for
near four Hours together. The good Dame of the
Houfe, who was by no Means fo agreable Conver-
fation as her Hufband, but ceremonious even to
Impertinence, was every Moment fending me Ber-
jamin’s Portions of various Difhes, and feem’d to ex-
prefs an Uneafinefs, that fhew’d fhe thought me guil-
ty of ill Manners, if I did not, at leaft, take Part
of every Plate that came from her Hands. This
Manner of gorging their Guefts, with a Superfluity
of Difhes, and glefﬁng them to eat of every one,
is, it feems, the Cuftom of the Country, at all Feafts,
and efpecially for the Entertainment of Strangers ;
and that even in Families, who cannot fo well afford
it, tho’ they fhould not have a good Meal in fome
Weeksafter. Our Hoft was as free with his Wine,
as his Lady with her Eatables, but not quite fo
importunate : However, their ceremonious Man-
ner of drinking, draws a Man infenfibly, and al-
moft unavoidably, into taking a large Quantity
of Liquor. As I was looked upon to be the prin-
cipal aucﬂ, the firft Glafs was a- Bumper drank
to me, by our Hoft, to bid me welcome, which
I could not but pledge in the fame Manner. I
expected to fec the fame Ceremony to every one
of the Guefts, and began to pity my hofpitable
Friend ; but found he, foon after, welcomed all the
Reft in one Glafs, and they having all their Glgg?;

I
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£il'd, pledg’d him at one and the fime Time. The
third Glafs was by Madam, to my Health, which:
was followed, . immediately after, by a fourth, to
the Health of - the whole Company, which was
all fhe, and a Couple of Ladies more at the Table,
drank, Our Landlord. then propefed the Health
of his Right Hand Man, but was put in Mind,
that a. Health to. the Ladies was firft required, and
this, being back’d by the whole Company, was
complied. with,. and eich of.them femember’d
fingly. _This done, the Health of every one at
Table went roynd, and were drank by the whole
Company together, except the Perfon whofe Heakh
was in Turn, who, with great Ceremony, returned
Thanks, afterwards, to the- whole Company. Thus
every one drank above twenty .large Wine-glaffes,
full to the Brim, of O/d Hock, during the Time
of Dinner! o
~Tie Table being clear’d, and the Ladies re«
ti'd, our Hoft, in Complaifancé to me, begari
the King of Great Britain’s Health, in 2 Crowns
Glafs (as they aall it) or a Glaf3 with a Cover;
holding near a Pint, which went round, every
Man delivering the Cover of his Glafs to his next
Neighbour, as a Token that he was (o pledge him;
Several other public Healchs, relating to Great Bri- -
tain, went round in the fame Manner, whick oblig’d-
me to return the Civility, by propofing the Empe-
ror, the Senat, and feveral other Healths, which
more immediately regarded them, Qur Hoft was,
dhdeed, fo Complaifant to tell me, he had thatValue
tor the Engli/h Freedom of Converfation, that I
was entirely at my Liberty. However, as I had
before tried both their Strength and my own, and
found I was a Match for any of them s and, be-
fides, believed it would be the only ceremonious
Entertainment I Thould be prefent at, I refolv’d to
f&e them out. By this Time, you nfay imagine,
o a good
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a good Part of the Company were fomething more.
than merry, and were in a fair Way to be cut off-

from the Society, had not a Reprieve, in Form of
an Inviration from Madam, to drink a Dith of
Tea or Coffee, in her Apartment, come timely to'
their Relief, ,

‘W all inmediately adjourned thither, and found
our Hoftefs had been fo Complaifant to invite =
good Number of her Female Acquaintance, to
make a mix'd Affembly. The Room, which was
pretty lsfm:ious, was handfomly illuminated, and
i the Middle of it was placed a large Table, co-
ver’d in a beautiful Manner, with al%Sorts of wet
and dry Sweet-Meats, Oranges, and dried Fruits.
The Tea and Coffee was prepar'd at a large fquare
Table, in one of the lower Corners of the Room,
where three Servant-Maids, in decent and becom-
inﬁ Habits, ftood ready to ferve the Company.
The firft Ceremony, which confifted of taking
each of the Ladies by the Hand, inftead of falut-
ing them, being over, every one fat down, as
Inclination or Chance led them, empty Chairs ha-
ving been, as I imagin’d defignedly, left between
the Ladies for that Purpofe. And now began the
moft diverting Scene I had been prefent at, fince
my Arrival in this Country. The Gentlemen be-
ing moft of them pretty warm, and of Courfe
amorous, began to make their Addrefles, each
to the Lady peareft to him: but it was on their

Side in a forced and affeted Strain of Courtthip,

an odd Compofition, between innocent Freedom,
and bridled Aflurance, and was reccived, on the
other Side, with a fby Refervednefs, and, at the
fame Time, forward Compliance, a Motly of
San&ity and Libertinifm, like thofe Dames whim-
fically defcribed by Hydibras, '

Wko, with onc Hand, thruft Waoer from,
dnd with the other pull bim bome ; all

Y
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all which together, made the Converfation a per-.
feét Copedy. Amidft this Diverfion, I had, how-
ever, the Mortification to find, I was gaz’d upon
as the only Fool in the Company, for being a
Stranger not only to the ceremonious Part of n&‘i‘:
Converfation, but, .in a great Meafure, to their
Eanguage. T imagine { behaved like a Country-
Knight, among a Payrcel of Goffips at a Chriften-
ing, or a youn§ Squire, juft remaved by his Mam-
rha, frcm the Nurfery to thé Vifiting-Room; not
Knowing whitlfet or how to dire& my Difcourfe..
At Length,.an agreable young' Lady, in whom
1 had obferv’d an Ai¥ dggagé, which the Ladies in
this Country are perfe@ly unacfuainted With, made
#n Excufe to go out of the Roorhi, and when fhe
return’d, her Place being taken, fat herfelf down
by me, and afk’d me; m French, how I liked the
Company. I foon perctived the was a Frenchb Wo-
man, dnd that the was ready to burft for wan€ of
an Opportunity of unbridling her Tongue, and
giving Vent to the Obfefvations I found fhe was
brim-tull of; I foon gave her Eafe, by begining’
with fome I had made, after which fhe di em)S'p;
gued with all the Freedom I could wifh, and I was
as open on my Side. You may eafily imagine, hardly
any of the Company efcaped our Cenfure, either
- for their Perfons, Drefs, or Behavior. Among
other Singularitics, I could not but obferve one
that to me appear’d very whimfical, which was,
that as well the Ladies as the Gentlemen not only
drank to one another’s Health in Tea and Coffee,
but wifh’d it to one another, at the Cuting i art
Orange, or eating a preferved Pear or Plum.™ As
oyr éonvcrfation was pretty free, I imagin’d my
Behavior might, without Offence, be the fame,
and once offer’d to falute my the Friend ; but met
with a civil Rebuke, and was told, that hpwever,
‘aeady fhe might be to allow of that Libt y’m t:‘lg
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think it no Stain to her Charater, yet, with Re-.
fpe& to ethers, it would caft fuch a Blemifh upon
‘her Reputation, as might deprive her of the future
Converfation of her own Sex: ¢¢ Butr (continued
«¢ fhe) obferve a little the Behavior of thefe pre-
“ cife Prudes, who condemn a Kifs in public,
<¢ whatever they may- do in private, as a Scandal
“ to Society ; fee what Liberties they allow the
s« Gentlemen to take with their Hands, Arms,
¢ Laps and Waifts; What famillar Hugs and
¢ clofe Squeezes ; and judge by their Gefture, the
¢ wanton Roll of their Eyes, and the affected
« Simpering of their Lips, whether they are thofe
cold, infenfible Ladies, they would appear to
be. Iam miftaken (added fhe) if you Gentle-
‘men would not find an eafier Conqueft with one
s¢.of thefe prim Creatures, than with the merrieft
¢ finging, dancing, prattling Dame in Paris, or
¢ the moft forward Romp, m England.

We fpent our Time, in this Manner, ’till we
were fummor’d again to the former Apartment,
to Supper, whither the Ladies accompanied us.
This Repaft was cold, and confifted very properly
of fome of the fuperfluous Difhes, which were not
touched at Dinner, with the Addition of a Couple
of Wefipbalia-Hams, a Sort of Bologna Saufages,
which'they éat raw, and Lobfters. Supper being
éfided, as we were prett? near an equal Num-
ber of both Scxes, and all feemingly inclined to be
merry, 1 took the Liberty of propoiing a Fiddle,
and a Country-Dance: Our Hoft was urwilling to
refufe meany Things; nor durft he (as I afterwards
heard) comply with my Requeft. A profound Si-
lence therefore énfued, and the whole Company
feem’d " thunder-firuck at the Propofal 5 but my
agreable Damoifelle, whom I had taken Care to
keep by my Side, and defign’d her for my Partner,
fmiling, told me, that thESqucak of a Violin, or

an

are



82 Tk GERMAN SPY.

an Outcry ot Murder, were equally terrible to the
fanitified Sinners of this City; that a Dancing-
mafter, if any fhould venture among them, would
be efteem’d a more dangerous Animal than a Town-
Bull; that neither Mufic nor Dancing were allow’d
by their Priefts, even at Weddings, and that when
any had been fo bold to break thro’ this facred
Rule, they bhave been fure to be cenfured from
every Pulpit, and to be avoided by their Neigh+
* bours, at leaft publicly, as People of abandon’d
Principles, with whom it would be dangerous to
converfe. I was glad to withdraw my Propofal,
and the Ladics foon after retiring, the greater-Pars
of the.Company got innocently drunk, rather than
to involve themfelves in the Guilt of dancing to the
Tune of a Fiddle. Before we parted, one of the
Company invited us all to dine with him, the next
Day, where we were entertain’d much in the fame
Manner; and this fecond Feaft was productive
fubfequently of a third, a fourth and a fifth, and
would probably have gone the whole Round ; but
as I found myfelf in Danger of being kill’d with
Kindnefs, -at the fifth Entertainment, I cal’d for
a large Glafs of Wine, and drinking a Cup of
Thanks- to the whole Company, declar’d that I
had taken a Place in the Hamburg Poft-Waggon,
for the- next Saturday (it being then Thur/day) be-
ing obliged to be, the Monday following, in that
City. It was with Diﬂicu_l;y they confented to .
part with me fo foon, having formed feveral Parties
of Pleafure for my Entertainment: But finding my
Refolution fix’d, at my prefling Inftances, they ac
Length confented to except of my Foy, the nexc
Evening,. at the Cellar ; ’till when 1 have Igfk’d
myfelf up to write you this Letter, and, as my Tra-
velling-Companion was-obliged to leave me fome
Days before, I have atually befpoke a Place in
the Poft-Waggon, which departs to-morrow, lsbout
c ! . OOD,
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Noon, for Hamburg ; from whence 1 will trouble
you, foon after my Arrival, with the Continuance
of my Adventures, being in the mean Time, as
-ever, Sir, {Je. -

2. S. I flrould have told you, that, between the
fecond and third Entertainment, I made an Elope-
ment for three Days, to fee the ancient and famous
City of -Oldenburg, which is but five German Miles
from this Place. In my Way thither, a German
Mile from Bremen, 1 pafs’d thro® Delmenborft, the
Capital (fuch'a ope as it is) of a County of the fame
Name; but now little more, than a poor miferable
Village. It was built by Qto the II, Earl of OI-
denburg, in the Year 1247, on the River Delmes
and belong’d to that County, °’till the Year 1334,
when, by Agreement between the two Brothers,
Fobn X1, and Cbhriffian IV, it fell, together with
a certain Diftri& of Land, which from the Town
was call’d the County of Delmenborft, to the Share
of the latter. It was once united to the Bifhopric
of Munfler for a Time, but being reftored to the
Houfe of Oldenburg, remain’d fo *till both Counties
fell to the Crown of Denmark. In 1711, it was’
mortgaged to the Elettor of Hannover, but re-
deem’d with Part of the Mony King George paid
that King, for the Duchies of Bremen and Verden.

OLDENBURG is a pretty large City, on
the River Homta, which falls into the Wefer,
fortified with a Wall and a Ditch, the Capital
of a fine and ancient County in #eftpbalia, which
was known by that Name, in or foor after
the Time of Charlemaign 3 Walpertus, Earl of
Ringelpeim, Grandfon (or as fome Hittorians will
have it, Nephew) ¥ of Wistekind, who died in the

i __*This Difference in Hiftory proceeds probably from the
Unosrtaimy of the Signification of the German Word Enckel,
. which is ufed indifferently ta fignify either Grandfon or Ne-

Phew,
) G2 - Year
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